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Date:  November 3, 2008
Topic:  New Requirements for High Visibility Vests
Background:  On November 24, 2008, a new federal regulation (23 CFR, Part 634) goes into effect mandating that anyone working in the right-of-way of a federal-aid highway must be wearing high-visibility safety apparel that must meet the Performance Class 2 or 3 requirements of the ANSI / ISEA 107, 2004 publication American National Standard for High-Visibility Safety Apparel and Headwear. This requirement will apply to all emergency responders.  

The Rule states that all workers within the right-of-way of a Federal-aid highway who are exposed either to traffic or construction equipment within the work area shall wear high-visibility safety apparel.

“Workers” are defined as people on foot whose duties place them within the right-of-way of a Federal-aid highway, such as highway construction and maintenance crews, survey crews, utility crews, responders to incidents within the highway right-of-way, and law enforcement personnel when directing traffic, investigating crashes, and handling lane closures, obstructed roadways, and disasters.

"High-Visibility Safety Apparel" is defined to mean "personal protective safety clothing that is intended to provide conspicuity during both daytime and nighttime usage, and that meets the Performance Class 2 or 3 requirements of the ANSI/ISEA 107–2004".  ANSI 107 requires that class 2 garments (vests) have at least 775 square inches of high-visibility, fluorescent background material and at least 201 square inches of retro reflective material.  The current helmet and fireline pack manufactured to Forest Service specifications have a minimal amount of the retro reflective material, insufficient to meet the 201 square inch requirement.
Key Points:    
· The current personal protective equipment worn by wildland firefighters does not meet ANSI/ISEA 107 requirements for Class II and Class III

· Flame resistant clothing that meets both the ANSI/ISEA requirements and the NFPA standard for wildland firefighting PPE (NFPA 1977) is not currently available on the open market or from GSA.  In addition, is it unknown how the high visibility vests will affect the ability to deploy a fire shelter, or access radios, etc. 
· Missoula Technology and Development Center (MTDC) has been asked to identify the issues and problems associated with this new requirement for the safety, recreation, fire, LEI, and engineering program areas.
· The need exists to establish training materials for workers in and near right-of-ways, regardless of the high visibility clothing requirements
· MTDC has identified some possible options for FAM related to the new requirements
· MTDC will submit the issues and problems to Washington Office Leadership for their decision and how to proceed

· It is most likely there will be different implementation strategies within other program areas versus fire and aviation which will include initial attack, extended attack, and large fire needs
· A time-line has not been established but the issues and problems should be to the WO no later than November 15
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